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Introductory Note

If justice 1s a core value in Islam, why does
its legal tradition continue to treat women as
second-class citizens? Can arguments for gender
equality be drawn from within Islam itself?

In Toward Gender Equality in Islam, Ziba Mir-
Hosseini explores these questions through in-
depth conversations with six Muslim reformist
thinkers: Abdullahi An-Na ‘im, Amina Wadud, Asma
Lamrabet, Khaled Abou E1 Fadl, Mohsen Kadivar,
and Sedigheh Vasmaghi. The book traces their
intellectual journeys 1in reinterpreting
relevant texts and rulings through a gender-
egalitarian lens.

This paper presents the Arabic translation of
Chapter 4 by Houda Zekri, a Moroccan legal
consultant specializing in family law, where
the author engages in a discussion with Asma
Lamrabet, a Moroccan feminist, a Qur’an
scholar, and a member of the Academy of the
Kingdom of Morocco.

Ziba Mir-Hosseini 1s a legal anthropologist and
co-founder of Musawah, a global movement for
equality and justice in Muslim family laws. Her
work bridges scholarship and activism, leading
research projects that challenge patriarchal
interpretations of Islamic law and explore the
ethical and legal dimensions of marriage 1in
Muslim traditions. She 1s the author and editor
of several influential books.
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